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Institution a Paper  entitled ‘‘ The  National Defences,” for which 
he  was awarded  a Telford Medal and a Manby  Premium. He 
was also an Associate of the Surveyors’ Institution  and a Fellow 
of the Royal  Astronomical Society. He  married  in 1860 Anna, 
daughter of Mr. J. R. McClean,2 M.P., F.R.S., President of the 
Institution  in 1864-65. He died a t  Queen Anne’s Mansions, 
Westminster, in  the  full  tide of ability and success, on the 
1st of February, 1896, quite unexpectedly, from the effects of a 
street accident in  Manchester three weeks previously. It was 
characteristic  that  the  day  after  he  had been run over, rather 
than necessitate the inconvenience to so many people of coming 
together  again  at a future date, he conducted  cross-examinations 
for six hours, though suffering  acutely. 

MAJOR-GENERAL  SIR  JAMES BROWNE,  R.E., K.C.S.I., 
C.B., who  died a t  Quetta,  Baluchistan, on the  13th of June, 1896, 
was  the son of  Mr. Robert Browne, of Falkirk, N.B. He was born 
on the  16th of September, 1839, and,  was educated  abroad and  at 
the  Military College, Addiscombe, obtaining a commission in  the 
Bengal  Engineers  in 1857. I n  1860 he served with  the expedition 
against  the Mahsud Waziris on the  North-West  frontier of India, 
being  present at  the  storming of the  Burera Pass and at  the  capture 
of Kaneegurum and Mukeen. For  this  he  was mentioned in de- 
spatches and received a medal with clasp. He  then acted for a 
time as Assistant  Engineer on the construction of the road between 
Lahore  and Peshawar. In  1863  he served in  the Umbeyla cam- 
paign and greatly  distinguished himself, being  three  times men- 
tioned i n  despatches and  receiving  the  brevet of Major. It was 
during  the period from 1860 to 1864 that  he  laid  the foundation 
of that colloquial  knowledge of Pushtu and Persian  which proved 
so useful in  his  subsequent career. 

I n  1864 Major Browne took a short  furlough  to  England,  when 
he married Alice, the  daughter of  Mr. C. Pierson. On his  return 
he  was  sent  to open out and construct roads in  the  hill  district of 
Kangra  in  the  Punjab. His work there added greatly  to  his 
reputation, some of his  bridges especially being  distinguished  by 
their  great  span  and boldness of design. In  1869 he  again took 
furlough,  part of which  he  spent  in  studying  the best  examples 
of iron bridge  construction in  England, America, and Holland. 

1 Minutes of Proceedings Inst. C.E., vol. xx. p. 391. 
* Ibid, vol. xxxviii. p. 257. 
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On his  return to India  in 1 8 i 1  he  was placed in  charge of the 
hill station of Dalhousie in  the  Punjab.  In 1875 and 1876 Major 
Browne was employed under  Sir Guilford Molesworth in designing 
iron bridges, including  that for the  Indus  Valley  Railway  at 
Sukkur,  and  in 1 8 7 i  he  was deputed  by Lord Lytton,  the  then 
Viceroy, to prospect for the most suitable  line of railway from 
Sukkur  to  Quetta.  With  the thoroughness which characterised 
all  he  did  he obtained  a complete knowledge, not  only of that 
wild  country,  which,  with  the exception of the Bolan  Pass,  was 
practically  unknown  to Europeans, but also of the  tribes  inhabit- 
ing it over whom he exercised extraordinary influence. I n  the 
same year  he  was promoted to  the  rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. 

I n  the  Afghan  war of 1878-79, Colonel Browne  served as 
Political Officer to Sir Donald Stewart’s division, his knowledge of 
the  language  and  intimacy  with  the head  men of the  Gilzai  and 
other  tribes  being of the  greatest  value  in  obtaining information 
and supplies. He took part  in  the  engagement  at  Takht-i-Pul, 
and  in  the advance to  Kandahar,  being several times mentioned in 
despatches, and  receiving  the medal and  the Companionship of the 
Order of the  Star of India. I n  1881 he  was promoted Colonel, 
and  in  the  following  year  he  was  appointed Personal Assistant  to 
the  Inspector  General of Military Works, and  subsequently to the 
Chief Engineer  and  Secretary of the  Punjab Government. When 
the  Egyptian  war of 1882 was undertaken,  he was selected by Sir 
Donald  Stewart,  then Commander-in-Chief in  India,  to command 
the Royal Engineers of the  Indian  contingent,  and  was present a t  
the  battle of Tel-el-Eebir. For this service he received the medal 
with clasp, the Companionship of the Order of the  Bath,  the 3rd 
class of the Order of the Osmanieh and  the Ehedive’s  star. 

On returning  to  India, Colonel Browne was placed in  charge 
of the  Hurnai  Railway,  which, for some 200 miles, runs  through 
the  mountains of Baluchistan,  and connects Quetta  with  the 
railway  system of the  plains of India.  During  the progress of 
that work, besides the onerous duties of Engineer-in-Chief, he  held 
command of all  the troops on the line-about 3,000 men-with the 
rank of Brigadier-General. On the completion of the  Hurnai 
Railway,  he took a  well-earned rest in  England  in 1887. I n  the 
following  year  he was created a Knight Commander of the  Order 
of the  Star of India.  The  Hurnai  railway was Sir James Browne’s 
last  engineering work, for, in  1889, he  was  appointed  Quarter- 
Naster-General in  India.  In 1892 he succeeded the  late Sir 
Robert Sandeman as Governor-General’s Agent  and Chief Commis- 
sioner in  Baluchistan,  which post he held at  the  time of his death. 

Sir James Browne was a man of splendid  physique  and  great 
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bodily  strength,  which no doubt  had much  to do  with  his influence 
among tribes,  in whom a strong  hand,  daring courage, and un- 
swerving  resolution a t  once inspire  respect;  but  even these can 
hardly account for the  immunity  with  which  he moved, unattended 
by the heads of tribes, among  wild  fanatics,  who  believe that  to 
kill a  Kafir is a sure road to Paradise.l He himself  was inclined 
to  attribute  that  immunity to his  extraordinary resemblance to  an 
influential  Mullah (Mohammedan priest), who a t  one time  lived a t  
Mukkur amongst the Gilzais and  suddenly  disappeared  in 1878. 
Sir James Browne knew  every  inch of the  country  he  ruled over 
and understood the people, who  felt  that  he  was a  firm and  upright 
official, from whom unflinching  justice,  tempered  with  sympathy 
for those he governed, might be obtained. He was elected an 
Associate on the  5th of December, 1871, and three  years  later  he 
presented to  the  Institution a Paper ‘‘ On the  Tracing  and Con- 
struction of Roads in Mountainous Tropical Countries,”2 for which 
he  was awarded  a  Telford  Premium. 

JOHN CLUTTON3  was  born on the  29th of August, 1809, a t  
Hartswood in  the  parish of Buckland, Surrey,  where  his  father, 
Mr. William Glutton,  carried on a large  and successful business as a 
land  agent.  The  subject of this notice  was  educated a t  a Grammar 
School at  Cuckfield and subsequently a t  a preparatory school at 
Clapham. He was  originally  intended for the law, but his father 
wanted  his assistance and that of his  brother  Robert at  Harts- 
wood, and  there he  remained ten years, making himself acquainted 
with  every  detail of the business and  laying  the  foundations of 
that  knowledge of farming  and  forestry  which  was  to prove of 
such  great service in his  subsequent career. 

In 1837 he  married  and came to London, taking a small house, 
which served as office also, in  the block of buildings on the  west 
side of Parliament  Street,  pulled down many  years ago to widen 
the roadway and make room for the  new  public offices. Here  he 
remained until  his removal  to Whitehall  Place  in 1844. During 
these  six and a half  years  he was principally occupied with  the 
land purchases for the construction of various  sections of the 

1 Blackwood’s Edinburgh  Magazine, August 1596, contains a graphic  and 
interesting  narrative  entitled, “A Strange  Episode in the  Life of Major-General 
Sir James Browne, K.C.S.I., C.B., R.E., related  by himself, with  a  sketch of h i s  
services by Major W. Broadfoot, R.E.” 

2 Minutes of Proceedings  Inst. C.E., vol. xxxviii. p. 67. 
3 This notice  has been abridged from one which  appeared in  the  Transactions 

of the Surveyors’ Institution, qol. xxviii. p. 478. 
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